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ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 12 10-13 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO 
NSAE-00 NSCE-00 SSO-OO USIE-00 INRE-00 PM-05 H-01 
INR-10 L-03 PA-01 SP-02 SS-15 SSM-03 MCT-01 
ACDA-12 /089W 

000561 260049Z/62 

O R 25001 1Z MAR 78 

FM AMCONSUL JERUSALEM 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC NIACT IMMEDIATE 611 

INFO AMEMBASSY AMMAN 

AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 

AMEMBASSY CAIRO 

AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS IMMEDIATE 

AMEMBASSY JIDDA 

AMEMBASSY LONDON 

AMEMBASSY PARIS 

AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 

USMISSION USUN NEW YORK IMMEDIATE 

SECRET JERUSALEM 877 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PBOR, MARR, UNSC, IS, LE, XF 

SUB J : SIILASVUO'S MARCH 25 TRIP TO SYRIA 

1 . SIILASVUO SAW FONMIN KHADDAM AND DEFMIN TLASS LATE 
AFTERNOON MARCH 25. KHADDAM INITIALLY TOOK POSITION SYRIA 
WAS NOT INVOLVED IN PROBLEM OF SOUTHERN LEBANON. SIILASVUO 
NOTED SYRIA'S LARGE CONTRIBUTION TO ADF AND CLOSE COOPERATION 
WITH GOL AND SAID HE WISHED TO KEEP SYRIANS INFORMED OF HIS 
CONVERSATIONS IN JERUSALEM AND BEIRUT RELATIVE TO UNIFIL. 

2. KHADDAM WANTED TO KNOW WHEN SIILASVUO WOULD SEE ARAFAT. 
SIILASVUO SAID HE HAD SENT A REPRESENTATIVE TO MEET WITH THREE 
SENIOR PLO REPS. LATTER HAD SAID PLO WOULD NOT IMPEDE 

TASK OF UNIFIL. 
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3. KHADDAM THEN PRESSED FOR PROMPT ISRAELI WITHDRAWAL. 
SIILASVUO SAID AS RESULT UNIFIL DEPLOYMENT AND UN'S URGING, 
SOME THINNING OUT HAD ALREADY TAKEN PLACE. KHADDAM URGED 
SIILASVUO TO RETURN WITH TIMETABLE FOR WITHDRAWAL. 

4. SIILASVUO SAID ISRAELIS HAD INFORMED HIM SOME 200 
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SYRIAN SOLDIERS HAD MOVED SOUTH TO HASBAYYA. WHILE GOI DID 
NOT LIKE THIS, IT HAD DECIDED FOR THE MOMENT NOT TO 
PROTEST. (COMMENT: THIS DOES NOT JIBE WITH OUR INFORMATION 
IN JERUSALEM 875.) KHADDAM DENIED SYRIANS HAD GONE TO 
HASBAYYA. SIILASVUO SAID WEIZMAN AND GUR HAD PRESSED UNIFIL 
TO CROSS LITANI AND, AMONG OTHER PLACES, GO TO NABATIYA, 

KHADDAM ASSERTED THIS WAS OUTSIDE UNIFIL S TERMS OF REFERENCE 
SINCE IT WAS SUPPOSED ONLY TO OCCUPY AREAS VACATED BY IDF. 
SIILASVUO POINTED OUT SYG'S REPORT PROVIDED FOR WORKING OUT 
UNIFIL AREA OF OPERATIONS WITH GOL. STILL UNIFIL NOT PREPARED 
CROSS LITANI. HOWEVER, QUESTION AROSE OF POSSIBLE ADVANCE OF 
SYRIAN ADF UNITS TO LITANI. WHILE WEIZMAN AND GUR WERE OPPOSED 
TO THIS IDEA, SIILASVUO SAID, SPEAKING PERSONALLY, HE 
THOUGHT ISRAELI POSITION MIGHT BE NEGOTIABLE. KHADDAM FLATLY 
STATED SYRIAN ADF UNITS WOULD NOT GO TO LITANI. 

5. WHEN SUGGESTION OF LEBANESE ARMY MOVEMENT TO THE SOUTH 
CAME UP, SIILASVUO MENTIONED KHOURY HAD SPOKEN OF THREE HAND- 
PICKED BATTALIONS. AT THIS, TLASS GUFFAWED. 

6. COMMENT: IN VIEW ADF COMMUNIQUE ABOUT CESSATION OF 
VOI.IINTFF.RS AND SUPPLIES (BEIRUT'S 1617), SIILASVUO DECIDED 
NOT TO RAISE MATTER AT THIS MEETING ALTHOUGH HE IS 
SKEPTICAL SUCH MOVEMENT WILL CEASE. WHEN I SOUNDED HIM OUT 
ON WHETHER, IN HIS VIEW, SUPPORTING DEMARCHES WOULD BE HELPFUL 
ON ADF ADVANCE TO LITANI, HE WAS CAUTIOUS AND SAID HE 
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THOUGHT IT WOULD BE BETTER NOT TO PRESS SYRIANS UNTIL FURTHER 
DETAILS ON IDF WITHDRAWAL WERE AVAILABLE. GIVEN THIS REACTION, 
SUGGEST DEPARTMENT AND AMBASSADOR MURPHY RECONSIDER APPROACH 
ON THIS SUBJECT ON HEELS OF SIILASVUO'S VISIT AND POSITION 
TAKEN BY GOL REPORTED SEPTEL. 

NEWLIN 


SECRET 


NNN 
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